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Source: Governor of Horida
Posted on: 3rd May 2010

Passenger train will roll through Treasure Coast for only second

time this decade. Economy & Environment

Siemens has answers for the

. . . double-win in cities.
Governor Charlie Crig today applauded Amtrak’ s 326-mile, one-way www.siemens.com/cities

inspection trip of the Horida East Coast Railway (FEC) from Miami to

Jacksonville. Schneider Intermodal
Cut your transportation cost
The trip will help local and state officia s evaluate the feasibility of without cutting corners.

www.schneider.com/intermodal

returning passenger rail service aong the Florida East Coast Railway.
Earn 15-25% Annually

The inspection trip represents only the second time a passenger train Producing Oil & Gas Properties,

has rolled through the Treasure Coast this decade. IDF_{A;OldK Qualified, $25K Min,
viaends

“| want to thank Amtrak and the Florida East Coast Railroad for USEnerayAssets.com i oy Google

continuing to expand Horida' s vision of how rail can connect our cities,

roads, airports and seaports, and most importantly, create jobs for

Floridians,” said Governor Crist. “Inter-city passenger rail isalogical next step, and today’ s effort symbolizes
how partnerships will help makethisvision aredlity.”

Later thisyear, the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) will apply to the Federa Railroad
Administration for funding for the project under the new Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement Act
(PRITA). Federal funding will require alocal/state match of 20 percent of the project’ s estimated cost of $268
million.

Eight new dations are planned at St. Augustine, Daytona Beach, Titusville, Cocoa, Melbourne, Vero Beach,
Fort Pierce and Stuart. M gjor infrastructure improvements needed to implement the service include the
construction of tracks to allow for gations, a new connection between FEC and the South Florida Rail corridor
in Palm Beach County, and severa long passing sidings that would all ow trainstraveling in oppodte directions
to pass each other.

Currently, Amtrak serves Floridawith three long-digance trains: the Silver Meteor and Silver Star, from New
York to Miami via Jacksonville and Orlando, and the daily, non-stop Auto Train, from Lorton, Virginia, to
Sanford. All Amtrak trains in Florida are operated exclusively on CSX-owned tracks, except for the Miami-to-
West Palm Beach segment, where the State-owned South Florida Rail Corridor isused. Approximately one
million passengers traveled on Amtrak trainsin Horidalas year, with Florida passengers accounting for
approximately 60 percent of all Amtrak passengers on theselines.

Since 1998, the FDOT has worked closely with Amtrak and the Florida East Coast Railroad (FEC) to bring
passenger rail serviceto the communities along the east coast of Florida, where passenger rail service was
terminated in the mid 1960s. The service, as contempl ated, would result in the operation of two round trip trains
per day on FEC tracksfrom Jacksonville to Miami.

http://www.thegovmonitor.com/world news/united sates/florida-to-revive-amtrak-floride-... 5/5/201C



Florida To Revive Amtrak Florida East Coast Passenger Rail | Gov Monitor Page 5 of 9

According to 2001 estimates, the total cost of the required capital improvements was $32 million. In 2002, the
Florida Department of Transportation committed a$61-million, one-time capita investment, with the balance
coming from Amtrak, FEC and local governments.

State funds were planned for capital improvementsto the railroad and to build the eight gations along the
corridor.

Aswith all long-distance service, Amtrak was expected to assume responsibility for the operation of this service
with no operating assistance expected from the State.

Due to Congressional loan restrictions placed on Amtrak from 2003 until recently, this project was postponed.

Topics: 2010, airports, Amtrak, Auto Train, business, cities, Cocoa, CSX, Daytona Beach, economic
development, economic growth, economic recovery, Economy, employment, FEC, Florida, Florida East Coast
Railroad, Horida Rail Enterprise, Florida Statewide Rail Commission, Fort Pierce, Governance, government,
Governor Charlie Crig, high speed rail, inter city rail, investment, Jacksonville, jobs, Lorton, Melbourne,
Miami, moniter, monitor, New Y ork, Orlando, passenger rail, Passenger Rail | nvestment and Improvement Ac,
passenger rail sysgems, PRIIA, roads, Sanford, seaports, Silver M eteor, South Florida, South Florida Rail
Corridor, St. Augusgtine, Stuart, SunRail, Sunshine State, Titusville, trains, transportation, travel, Treasure Coast,
Tri Rail, U.S,, United States, Vero Beach, Virginia
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