Cocoa picks Rosa L. Jones site for train depot | floridatoday.com | FLORIDA TODAY

L]

Page 1 of 2

1 met with my energy advisor.

Other editions: Mobile | Text | News Feeds | E-Newsletters | Electronic Edition

Find it: Jobs | Cars | Real Estate | Rentals | Dating | Deals | Classifieds

FLORIDAEZDAY am

Find what you are looking for ...

HOME NEWS COMMUNITIES SPORTS VIDEO LIFE WEATHER OPINION OBITUARIES CLASSIFIEDS CUSTOMER SERVICE PHOTOS

SPONSORED BY:
. Brevard
Eve Center

Search

Space / Flame Trench blog  Brevard Watchlist ~ Education ~ Zap Squad  Jeff Parker Toons In  Help!

Cocoa picks Rosa L. Jones site for train depot
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COCOA — City leaders said they had to weigh thoughts in their heads versus those in their hearts as they
picked a site on Rosa Lee Jones Boulevard for a proposed Amtrak station.

The decision came after nearly three hours of
discussion during which residents lobbied city
leaders to select another site on Stone Street for
the station.

“My heart tells me Stone Street, but my head tells
me Rosa Lee Jones,” said Ed Lanni, a member of
the Cocoa Redevelopment Agency. The agency
took up the station decision Wednesday night in a
joint meeting with Cocoa City Council.
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The selection will be rolled into a federal stimulus
application due in July that Florida Department of
Transportation is preparing in an effort to return
passenger train service to Florida's East Coast.
Service could begin in three years.

The site would be the largest of three Brevard
County stations. Smaller stops are proposed for
Historic Downtown Melbourne and Pine Street in
Titusville.

Stone Street was once a hub of the city’s black
community before businesses closed, depressing
the area. Supporters said locating the Amtrak
station there will help revitalize an area that had
historically been neglected.
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“This is an opportunity to help a disadvantaged
community,” said the Rev. Oliver Wells, pastor of
Greater St. Paul Baptist Church.

Stone Street has more opportunities in the
immediate area for redevelopment, but other
constraints made it a weaker site than the one on
Rosa Lee Jones Boulevard, project planners said.
Both sites would see economic benefits because
they are so close to each other, said Kim Delaney with the Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council, which
has led the East Coast passenger train effort.

All those who live or work in the community can apply.

A Rosa Lee Jones Boulevard site would be easier to exit for buses carrying cruise passengers to Port
Canaveral and was deemed better for pedestrians headed to Cocoa Village, she said.

Stone Street’s proximity to State Road 520 would likely force northbound trains to stop in the crossing,
blocking traffic flow.
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OTHER BREVARD STOPS

Cocoa city leaders selected a site on Rosa Lee Jones Boulevard
for a proposed Amtrak Stations.

Other proposed Brevard County locations are;

-Historic Downtown Melbourne

-Pine Street in Titusville.
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Delaney said.

station.

The Rosa Lee Jones site was a stop decades ago when the Florida East Coast Railway track last had
passenger service, and the original station still exists. The 4,000-square foot building could be remodeled to
house the 2,500-square-feet needed for a modern station, while still offering space for related business,

At $5.67 million, the Rosa Lee Jones site is also cheaper to develop than Stone Street, with a price tag of
$6.81 million. Cocoa would have had to pay the extra cost of developing Stone Street, Cocoa community
development director John Titkanich said.

There, however, Cocoa would have to lease the former train depot, where the city would own a Stone Street

Stone Street found support from Mayor Michael Blake and Councilman Clarence Whipple.

“It's a community that has been deprived for a number of years,” Blake said. “I think this would be one of the
ways to heal a disparity between the city of Cocoa and the citizens in that direct community.”
Contact Cervenka at 242-3632 or scervenka@floridatoday.com.

Obama boots McChrystal; Petraeus expected to take over

(181)

LCD TVs For $11.38? Laptops For $17.54?

Save 94% on name brand TVs, laptops & more w/ our
unigue auction site!

www.SwipeBids.com

Your city Mortgage: 4.0% FIXED!

$160,000 Mortgage: $633/mo. No SSN req. No Credit
Checks. FREE Quotes!

www.LendGo.com

Unemployed or Laid Off?

Use Government Funding to Get Your College Degree
Online. Free Info.

www.AmericasEDUplan.org

Help homeless pets this weekend in Brevard
NASA makes space shuttle engine repairs

ADS BY PULSE 360

Page 2 of 2

Get Listed Here

SITE MAP

» 7-day archive

» 7-day forecast

» Advice & columnists
» Airport delays

» All-space coast

» Archives

» Around the u.s.

» Assignment: brevard
» Bca section

» Barefoot bay news
» Bars & clubs

» Bay bulletin

» Beach galleries

» Beach photos

» Blogs

» Breeze

» Brevard fact book

» Brevard watchlist

» Brevard headlines

» Brian mccallum

» Business

» Classifieds

» Communities

» Customer service

» Cape canaveral news
» Cars

» Class of 2010

» Cocoa beach news
» Cocoa beach web cam
» Cocoa news

» Columnists & blogs

» Contact us

» Contests

» Cram session blog

» Crime

» Crossword

» Data center: crime data

» Data center: education data
» Data center: politics

» Data center: real estate data
» Data center: weather data
» Dating

» Education

» Essays on innovation

» Extreme culture

» Finding fitness blog

» Flame trench blog

» Florida

» Florida capitol news

» Florida gators

» Floridatoday on livestream
» Forums

» Garage sales

» Gas prices

» Gators sports scene blog
» Graduation

» Graduation photos

» Grant-valkaria news

» Grocery coupons

» Home

» Health

» Help!

» Help! column

» High school

» High school photos

» High schools blog

» High schools forum

» Hometown heroes

» Horoscope

» Horoscopes

» Hour-by-hour

» Hurricane preparation
» In-depth: the future of nasa
» Indialantic news

» Indian harbour bch news
» Interactive graphics

» Jeff parker toons in

» Jobs

» Life

» Lee nessel

» Legal ads

» Little league

» Local headlines

» Local loop

» Lottery

» Malabar news

» Mark decotis

» Melbourne beach news
» Melbourne village news
» Melbourne doppler radar
» Melbourne news

» Memoriams

» Merritt island news

» Place an ad

» Port canaveral web cam
» Port st john news

» Prep photos

» Metromix

» Metromix videos
» Metromix: events
» Metromix: music

» Micco news » Press

» Mims news » Prom photos

» Momslikeme » Radars

» Motorsports » Real estate

» Motorsports blog » Regional loop

» Movies » Rentals

» My cozi calendar » Restaurant reviews
» News » Restaurants

» Nation & world » Rockledge news
» National loop » Sec

» Notable deaths » Sports

» Satellite beach news
» Scottsmoor news
» Search obituaries

» Obituaries
» Opinion
» On the town

» Orlando magic » Shopping

» Our views & your views ~ » Space

» Outdoors » Space / flame trench blog
» Photos » Space chat

» Page prints

» Palm bay news

» Palm shores news

» Pay bill

» Personal technology
» Pet project

» Peter kerasotis

» Peter kerasotis blog
» Pineda news

» Space galleries

» Space headlines

» Space launch schedule
» Space on livestream

» Space web cams

» Spaces

» Staff photos

» Star advocate

» Stocks

Partners: Jobs: CareerBuilder.com Cars: Cars.com Apartments: Apartments.com Shopping: ShopLocal.com Homes: Homefinder.com Dating: eHarmony

» Youth football
» Youth soccer

» Submit a letter to the editor
» Subscribe now

» Sudoku » Zap squad
» Sudoku & features » Zoo web cam
» Sun

» Suntree news

» Surf web cams

» Surfing

» Surfing galleries

» Tee times

» Times

» Titusville news

» Today in brevard
» Top scholars 2010
» Tribune

» Video

» Video ondemand
» Video: first court appearances
» Videos

» Viera news

» Weather

» Watchlist

» Weather news

» Weather web cam
» Web cams

» Weekly deals

» West melbourne news
» Work for us

» Your photos

» Youth sports

» Youth basketball

HOME | NEWS | COMMUNITIES | SPORTS | VIDEO | LIFE | WEATHER | OPINION | OBITUARIES | CLASSIFIEDS | CUSTOMER SERVICE | PHOTOS | Site Map

Terms of Service | Privacy Policy | Contact Us | About Us | Work for Us | Subscribe

Copyright ©2009

Use of this site signifies your agreement to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy , updated March 2009.

http://www.floridatoday.com/article/20100623/BREAKINGNEWS/100623022/1086/Coco... 6/23/2010



