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1. Welcome 
 
 
2. Introduction and Agenda Review  
 
 
3. Florida Regional Councils Association Growth Management 

Policy Paper:  Connecting Planning to Visioning – Michael 
Busha, TCRPC 

 
 
4. Regional Visioning for the Treasure Coast and South Florida 

Regions – Mr. Peter Calthorpe 
 
 
5. Creating a Legacy for the Region  
 
 
6. Adjournment 
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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
To: Council Members                                                                  AGENDA ITEM 2 
 
From: Staff 
 
Date: Joint South Florida Regional Planning Council/Treasure Coast Regional Planning 

Council Meeting - January 18, 2008 
 
Subject: Agenda Review -- A Discussion of Regional Visioning 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Today’s agenda is built around having a discussion of regional visioning for the long term 
vitality and competitiveness of the seven counties that make up southeastern Florida.  This is a 
complex region--made up of hundreds of unique communities, distinct cultures, and one-of-a-
kind natural treasures.  While each of these people and places possess unique qualities, they also 
share an intertwined economic and environmental destiny.  We all rely on the same aquifers for 
water, breathe the same air, share many of the same natural resources which help to define our 
quality of life, travel daily through multiple cities, towns, and counties and share common pools 
of funding for roads, sewers and the essentials of modern life. 
 
Background 
 
Regional visioning is typically focused on two things:  1) determining a desired future condition 
that is realistically based upon a recognition of current conditions in the area and knowledge of 
broader trends affecting the area; and 2) laying out a plan of action for working towards this 
vision.  As such visioning is a normative process; a desirable, but plausible future is charted and 
all those involved, regardless of jurisdictional boundaries, work towards and arrive at the desired 
future. 
 
Analysis 
 
While some form of “engaging the future” has been around for centuries, in recent decades local,  
regional, and state governments have turned to visioning and scenario planning in greater and 
greater numbers.  Several notable regional visioning efforts in Florida are already underway that 
are successfully bringing together all levels of local government, the private sector, not for profit 
organizations and citizens to create a new road map for economic and environmental 
sustainability.  The Florida Department of Community Affairs (DCA) is proposing new growth 
management legislation this session to task regional planning councils to undertake regional 
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visioning for updating their Strategic Regional Policy Plans (SRPP).  The Century Commission 
for a Sustainable Florida has released a draft report recommending how and why regional 
visioning should be funded statewide as a way to chart a more sustainable course for Florida 
(Attachment A). The Association of Counties Committee on Growth, Environmental Planning 
and Agriculture has issued final policy statements this year supporting legislation requiring a 20-
year vision for the future growth of Florida and establishing standards for regional planning 
councils to conduct regional visioning and update their SRPPs (Attachment B).  In cooperation 
and consistent with all of these organizations and efforts, the Florida Regional Councils  
Association (FRCA) adopted its Framework for Planning Reform which advocates regional 
visioning statewide to form the basis of new SRPPs and a new State Plan (Attachment C).  
FRCA is continuing to work with DCA and others on introducing legislation this year to codify 
regional visioning as an important planning tool. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Regional visioning can be a very useful tool in charting a more sustainable course for the future.  
It leads to new collaborations between public and private organizations and citizens at all levels  
and a policy framework that spans multiple jurisdictions.  Regional visioning can be a foundation 
upon which persistent institutional and jurisdictional barriers can be demolished and cooperative 
policies, programs, and investments can become the norm rather than the exception.  Several 
regional visioning efforts are ongoing in the state.  Key organizations including FRCA are 
working together to support regional visioning statewide.  Both South Florida and Treasure 
Coast Regional Planning Council staffs would like the opportunity to work together on bringing 
forward a regional visioning effort that would encompass all seven counties. 
 
Recommendation 
 
The Treasure Coast and South Florida Regional Planning Councils should authorize their staffs 
to develop a draft work program for jointly carrying out and funding a regional visioning effort 
for Southeast Florida.  The draft work program should be considered at the next joint Council 
meeting. 
 
 
Attachments 






























